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DOUBLING OF EXPORTS

3082. SHRI LAL SINH VADODIA
Will the Minister of COMMERCE & INDUSTRY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government is seriously considering to double the exports; 
(b) if so, whether Government has taken any step in this regard, so far; and 
(c) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF  COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY 
(SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL) 

(a) to (c): India is on the threshold of a high growth trajectory with a distinct possibility of 
achieving a USD 5 trillion GDP by 2024. A key driver for India to achieve the USD 5 trillion -
mark sooner would be boosting exports-both merchandise and services. Thus it will be critical to mark sooner would be boosting exports-both merchandise and services. Thus it will be critical to 
provide a renewed thrust on the External sector. 

Government has taken a number of steps for promoting exports. These are:
I. Improvement in “Ease of doing business” and “Trading across border” rankings

With the initiation of the following measures and interventions, India’s overall ranking in ‘ease 
of doing business’ has improved exponentially from 142 in 2014 to 77 in 2018. 

• ‘Trading across borders’ ranking of India has also gone up from 122 in 2014 to 80 in 2018.  A new 
five-year Foreign Trade Policy 2015-20 was announced with Trade facilitation and enhancing ease 
of doing business as focus areas.

• Simplification of Export Incentive Schemes and its broadening to boost exports, like MEIS and 
SEIS duty credit scrips have been made freely transferable.

• GST Mechanism was liberalised to boost exports
• Revamp of Interest Equalization Scheme to support MSME’s and Merchant Exporters.
• Many steps have been taken to increase use of online platforms, make transactions paperless and 

reduce human intervention, e.g. Export and Import Documentation has been simplified and Self 
Generation of e-IEC, online auto approval of MEIS benefit 

II. Improved Logistics and Supply

• India’s rank in World Bank’s Logistics Performance Index improved from 54 in 2014 to 44 in 2018. 



III. Launch of Government eMarketplace (GeM) to facilitate online transparent system

• Government eMarketplace (GeM) was set up as the National Public Procurement Portal in August 
2016 for facilitating completely online and transparent system for procurement of goods and 
services with speed, efficiency and transparency through the paperless, contact-less and cash-less 
platform offering end-to end solutions by Government organizations.

• In about two years of its formation, GeM is already Government’s biggest e-marketplace. 
IV. Special Economic Zones (SEZs)

To enhance competitiveness of SEZs , some of the following initiatives have been taken:

• Digital Online processing platform called “SEZOnline” was introduced and integrated with 
ICEGATE system 

• Dual use of infrastructure in the Non Processing Area (NPA)
• Mobile Application for SEZ Developers and Units has been launched by this Department on 6th 

January, 2017. Tracking of SEZ online transaction can be accessed through mobile phone. 
• Notification has been issued permitting Legal and Accounting Services in SEZs amending rule 76 

of SEZ Rules, 2006.
V. Services

• Government is giving focussed attention to 12 identified Champion Services Sectors. Nodal 
Ministries/Departments have been identified to prepare sectoral action plans for their respective 
service sectors in consultation with stakeholders and DoC.

VI. Trade Infrastructure for Export Scheme(TIES)
• Launched w.e.f FY 2017-18 to enhance export competitiveness by bridging gaps in export 

infrastructure and creating first and last mile connectivity. 

VII. Directorate General of Trade Remedies(DGTR)VII. Directorate General of Trade Remedies(DGTR)
• Fully integrated DGTR created on 7.5.2018 by absorbing DGAD into DGTR, to cover all trade 

remedial functions under single window

VIII. Focused engagement with States for export promotion

As a result, for the year 2018-19:

I. Merchandise exports achieve new peak
•

• Through secular growth over the last three financial years, following the major downturn in the 
face of the global slowdown, merchandise exports for the year 2018-19 reached USD 330.07 
Billion, the highest ever, surpassing the earlier peak of USD 314.4 Billion achieved in 2013-14. 
This has been achieved in a challenging global environment.

II. Total Exports (Services and Goods) Surpass Half Trillion USD for the First Time
•

• India’s total exports (goods and services combined) have been growing on a secular basis since 
2016-17 for the last three years and have surpassed USD Half Trillion (500 Billion) mark in 2018-
19, for the first time. The overall estimated exports (merchandise and services) have reached a new 
peak of USD 538.07 billion this year, attaining a growth of 7.91%.

All steps are being taken for export promotion and are being regularly monitored and reviewed at the highest 
level. 

***


